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After The Fact Chapter 13: The Decision to Drop the Bomb
1) What are interpretive models? Describe the rational actor model. 
	These are models that are used by historians in analysis workings of various organizations as per the social sciences. This type of model tends to reduce the reality scale while at the same time it increases the capacity of the researchers to help them come up with a good description of the characteristics of their observation ranging from the behaviors of an individual to that of the world’s climate. According to the chapter 13 of The Decision to Drop the Bomb, there is the tendency of the rational actor model to treat the actions of big organization as well as government like that of individual acts and makes an assumption that as an individual actor, one has to behave in a rational manner by using efficient ways in pursuing ends for purposes of self-interests. That means that when they are forced with various choices amongst a variety of actions, the government would most likely make a choice of a plan whose result is best but with lowest costs involved. Roosevelt in the other hand did not leave behind enough evidence as to why he was prompted to start up the so called Manhattan project, but according to the rational actor model, he acknowledged the prospects of the nuclear fission and projected the financial, industrial as well as the scientific resources of the USA which helped him make a conclusion that the security of the country required an in depth research and development. The method of rational actor tries to explain the events that led to the bomb’s development, the physicists predicted the potentiality in the nuclear fission and went ahead to warn the president, making him to give the bomb research as one of his top priority.

2) Who is Gar Alperowitz and what are his conclusions about bomb’s use? What evidence does he use to support his theory?
Gar Alperowitz is reknown historians who come to the limelight after arguing about the death of Franklin Roosevelt in the year 1945, the major concern of the president Truman was to contain the Soviet Union and not conquering Japan. He made the conclusion after a analyzing the information about Truman as well as his personal advisers during the summer period in the year 1945, the argument was aimed at convincing Truman that the US had no reasonable military aim of bombing Japan using an atomic bomb.  The Japanese feared that by dethroning of their emperor, it would be a huge humiliation to them and that prompted them to commence negotiating terms of submission using Russia as its intermediary. Japanese wrote several proposals to the Soviet Union reminding them that the biggest obstacle to peace was the unconditional surrender. The emperor made a decision to have the military extremist consent to surrender, however, the Hiroshima bombing that took place on the 6th of August, that followed by war declaration by the Russian government, made the government of Japan be thrown into a state of confusion. Even before the Japanese government could formally respond, there was another serious attack-Nagasaki on the 9th of August. The conclusion by Alperovitz is that the main goal of Truman was to see to it that the war is over, but because the bomb had been dropped, then the main goal of the president was to intimidate the Soviets. 
 

3) What factors influenced President Truman’s decision to use the atomic bomb?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Roosevelt together with Churchill started developing the atomic bomb but they kept it a secret from the Russians. They made an agreement that the bomb was to be used to humiliate Japan until they had no choice but to surrender. He had no doubts whatsoever on the use of the bomb. Truman’s intention was to also recognize the monumental significance of the atomic bomb mainly for the relations after the war. There was formation of a committee between Truman and Stimson so as to formulate available policy options. The committee only met a couple of times and concluded about the usage of the bomb and the tactics to be used. If the Japanese would be given warnings in advance regarding the atomic bomb, then they would adequately make preparation for their defenses and even work the American prisoners to be the primary target. The committee also had a belief that the use of the atomic bomb would facilitate negotiations with the Russian government and therefore reached to three concrete conclusions: the first one being that the bomb was to be used as quickly as it could. In order to maximize the shock, the primary target for the bomb was to be a war plant that had to be surrounded by the homes of workers and lastly, there was no advance warning that was to be issued. 

